
Francis Scott Key aboard the HMS
Tonnant, watching the bombard-
ment of Ft. McHenry, which led to
his writing the lyrics of  “The Star
Spangled Banner.”
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New Thomas Bay Chapter
officers being inducted by
State President Ora Jane
Johnson.  In order listed
below from left to right,
with Secretary Mary Post
not pictured.

Thank you for the honor of serving you as Thomas Bay President.  We
have already enjoyed the Bicentennial celebration at Market Street Square honoring
our ancestors and celebrating the beginning of the War of 1812.

We will have a joyous year of being together and learning all we can about
the War of 1812.  Part of the fun is a daily Facebook/email of keeping track of the
happenings 200 years ago.

Thank you to the committee members volunteering to assist Thomas Bay.
I look forward to working with you during the next two years.

In 1812 friendship, Janisue



Charter Member Norma Florine Maclin Ray
Celebrates 97th Birthday in July

Thomas Bay Chapter is very proud of their eldest member, who just
celebrated her 97th birthday on July 18th.  Norma Florine Maclin Ray, a
charter member, is only 5 generations from her USD 1812 ancestor, John
Mosby Binford.

John Binford married Frances Hardyman and raised eleven children to
adulthood with nine of them marrying and having their own families. He
was born circa 1746 in Virginia and served in the Revolutionary War.
Following the war he graduated from William & Mary College and became
a member of the General Assembly from Northampton County, North
Carolina and served in the Senate from 1788 through 1802 and 1805-1807.
He died in Madison County, Alabama on March 15, 1826 and his burial site
in unknown.

Norma married Leonard Frank Ray and has three grown children, sevem
grandchildren and many more great-grandkids. She was an avid gardener,
known especially for her Bromeliads, and belongs also to DAR and the
Camellia Society.

Dear Thomas Bay Daughters,

I send my sincere thanks for the warm and wonderful welcome I received at your
May meeting.  It was a fun time of fellowship and I so enjoyed catching up with old
friends and meeting new ones.  Outgoing President Lady Dalton surprised and thrilled
me with a certificate (imagine that) conveying my new status as Honorary Member of
Thomas Bay along with an official name badge, which I shall wear proudly. 

I was impressed and inspired as I heard the reports of officers and committees detailing
the multitude of activities and accomplishments of the past year.  Your chapter has certainly done Texas proud
reaching out to the community through support to veterans, JROTC ceremonies, scores of proclamations (and they
are still coming in!), grave markings, and many, many other activities.  Congratulations to you all for a successful
year of service!  How touching it was to me, a daughter of a WWII veteran, to observe the place of honor you set
for the veteran residents of the Carriage Inn.  Thank you for remembering them.  Finally, it was such an honor for
me to install your new board and I look forward to serving with you and your new officers as, together, we Celebrate
the Bicentennial!

Speaking of Celebrating the Bicentennial!  Congratulations to you all on the fabulous Ring the Bells event you
held in The Woodlands.  The term “read all about it” comes to mind as I have literally read page after page of press
coverage.  I have enjoyed the many photographs … loved the outfits.  And I do believe I spotted some chocolate
treats at the reception afterwards.  Good job, ladies! 

I wish I could have been with you in The Woodlands, but I was ringing bells from Thomas Bay elsewhere.  I
was in the Rotunda of the Texas State Capitol ringing bells along with Karen Thompson, President General of the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas and Charles Sprague, of the General Society of the War of 1812.  I also read a
proclamation from Governor Rick Perry.  Both the Rotunda reservation and the proclamation were arranged by
none other than State President’s Project Chairman and Thomas Bay President, Janisue Rigel. 

Plans are underway for the annual workshop in Salado on September 4-5.  Please mark your calendars – I hope
to see you there!

Our State President Speaks:

OJ

Who Was That
Ancestor?

Charter Member Norma Ray.
Her ancestor for USD 1812 was

John Mosby Binford.

Learning more about the men
and women who served in

the War of 1812.
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2012 State Board Meeting and State Workshop
Board meeting – Tuesday, September 4, 2012
Workshop – Wednesday, September 5, 2012
Holiday Inn Express, Salado, 1991 No.
Stagecoach Road, Salado, TX 76571 Phone:
(254) 947-4004     Fax: (254) 947-8831
www.hiexpress.com/saladotx

Chapter meeting 19 September 2012, 10 a.m.
Carriage Inn, 750 Longmire Rd., Conroe, TX

Chapter meeting 21 November 2012, 10 a.m.
Carriage Inn, 750 Longmire Rd., Conroe, TX
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Pictured above, State President Ora Jane
Johnson with Chapter incoming
President Janisue Rigel and outgoing
President Lady Dalton.  Lady is wearing
the Spirit of 1812 medal, awarded her
by the Thomas Bay Chapter in
appreciation for her many years of
service.  The Spirit of 1812 Award is a
national award that chapters and state
level organizations can give to deserving
individuals and organizations with a
distinguished record of study, promotion
and dedication to the preservation of the
history of people, places and events of
the War of 1812.

Outgoing President Lady Dalton thanks her Slate of Officers who served 2010-2012 - Treasurer
Julia Cartwright, Chaplain Mary Crossley, Secretary Carol Hicks, Parliamentarian Virginia
Murray, Vice-President Carolyn Jamail, and Registrar Claire Mahaffey.



Ring the Bells for 1812
June 18, 2012 - The Woodlands Market Square

Celebrating the 200th Anniversary of the beginning of the War of 1812

L
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Pictured Top Left: Brandi Dodd, Jun-
ior member Sharon Weber, and
Catherine Sizemore helped pass out
food and drinks following the pro-
gram.  In second row are Texas State
SAR Color Guard members from 5
SAR Chapters: Freedom Chapter,
Piney Woods Chapter, Robert Rankin
Chapter, Paul Carrington Chapter
and Gordon Severance Chapter.  Pic-
tured from L to R are B. J. Thomp-
son, Ray Reed, John Thompson, Tom
Houston, Tom Jackson, Ray Cox,
John Meredith.  Not pictured are
Larry Stevens and James Mitchell.
Pictured Top Right: Junior members
Wyatt, Jeremy and Kelly
Bronikowski help pass out bells and
information sheets.
Pictured at Bottom:  Thomas Bay
Chapter members and prospective
members: Pat Spackey, Dawn
Fendley, Lady Dalton, Carol Hicks,
Judy Weidner, Margie Malone,
Claire Mahaffey, Meg Mendeck,
Janisue Rigel, Davena Rigel-
Liepman, Clara Duckers, Linda
Hughes and Laura Dahlberg.

RING THE BELLS FOR 1812
Our  thanks and appreciation to the generous sponsors

who made this event so memorable!

The Woodlands Township and Trademark’ s Market Str eet
provided the meeting area,  tents, tables and speaker system.

Donna Wick, PhD  provided publicity and promotion
Sonic Drive-In #4076 provided hot dogs, condiments, napkins

Dairy Queen #42772 provided coupons for ice cream
Russell Cartwright Homes, Inc. provided cold drinks.
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Have You Paid
Your Dues?

By now, all members of USD
1812 should have remitted their
dues to their Chapter Treasurer.
Unlike other organizations, our
dues should be mailed to State
at this time, rather than by the
first of December.  Please
check, and if your dues have not
been paid, please send your
check for $39, made out to
Thomas Bay Chapter, to:

Claire Mahaffey
656 Stonewall Jackson
Conroe, TX 77302-3096
936-273-1444

Honored Texas Daughters

Congratulations to Texas Daughters who are serving at the National level.
Mary Glenn is serving as 3rd Vice President National, Karen Hall is serving
as Registrar National, and Connie Surrency is serving as Parliamentarian
National.  Deborah Hinckley is serving on the National Tellers Committee.

Connie Surrency Honorary Thomas Bay
Member Mary Glenn

Karen Hall

On June 18, 1812, President James Madison signed the declaration
that began the War of 1812.  Two hundred years later, the Thomas Bay
Chapter USD 1812 members joined fellow Daughters across the na-
tion to Ring the Bells for 1812 at precisely noon.

Approximately 200 people gathered at the Market Square in The
Woodlands, where patriotic music was played and Thomas Bay Junior
members passed out bells and information sheets to the public.  Many
members of Thomas Bay Chapter appeared in Colonial dress.

Shortly after 11:30 a.m. President Janisue Rigel opened the event
with a welcome, then introduced eleven members of the SAR State
Color Guard, from five SAR chapters, who posted the colors.  Follow-
ing the pledges, proclamations were read and some of the history of the
War of 1812 was shared.

At noon, the Woodlands Fire Engine 101 flashed its lights and while
its siren resounded across the square, citizens rang their bells  for the
sailors of the war, the soldiers of the war, the Star Spangled Banner, our
veterans and current military and for the United States of America.
The colors were retired, and all those attending were offered corn dogs
from Sonic, coupons for ice cream from Dairy Queen, and cold drinks
from Russell Cartwright, Inc.

Thomas Bay was proud to bring recognition to the beginning of the
Bicentennial of the War of 1812, and will continue to work to honor its
memory and the memory of those who helped forge our nation.
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Greetings from Lady Dalton,
Chapter Registrar

As the Thomas Bay Chapter Registrar for the next 2 years,
I’ll be keeping you all informed of the prospective
members and their application status.

We are really excited about the Texas Society State
President Ora Jane Johnson’s membership chal-lenge to
increase our State Society’s members to 812 by Feb 2013
and 1000 members by Feb 2014. We currently have about
750 members.

Therefore it is my challenge to you as members to talk about 1812 with
your friends who are not members and invite them to come with you to our
meetings.  If you can, treat them to lunch afterwards and let them know you
will help them anyway you can to become a member of our growing United
States Daughters of 1812 society during this special Bi-Centennial period
of the history of our country.

Currently we have 4 applications waiting for approval from the Registrar
General Karen Hall. They are Laura Dahlberg, Joyce Cole, Pat Spackey and
our youngest Junior (born in Feb), Julia Grace Watson. They all should be
full fledged members by our September meeting.

Our two newest members who have National numbers are Linda Guyon
Hughes N-30676, whose ancestor Elijah Guyon was a veteran from NY,
and Barbara Stevens N-30717, whose ancestor Thomas McCray was a
veteran from TN. Congrats to our new 1812 daughters!!

Check it out - Online

Want to learn more about the War
of 1812 and State and Chapter activi-
ties?  Check out our Facebook pages
and join our group.

Thomas Bay Chapter has a
Facebook page and group, and so
does the Texas Society.  Ora Jane
Johnson manages and updates the
Texas page, and chapter members
contribute to our Chapter page.

There are several websites online
with information about the War of
1812, and one of the most interest-
ing is hosted by the US Navy, along
with many partners that include the
Coast Guard, Marines, the Canadian
Navy, the Smithsonian, and many
others.  Go visit this URL: www.
ourflagwasstillthere.org for news
about 1812, both then & now.  This
site was constructed exclusively for
the Bicentennial of the War of 1812.

Other sites that have information
about the War of 1812 include:
www.history.com (sponsored by
The History Channel, and includes
TV programs that are scheduled)
www.pbs.org (sponsored by Public
Radio)
www.loc.gov (sponsored by the Li-
brary of Congress)
All of the 3 sites above have much
historical information, including seg-
ments about the War of 1812, which
can be accessed by following the
links located on the Home Page.

PROCLAMATIONS
Thanks to diligent efforts, the Thomas Bay Chap-

ter has collected forty-four proclamations honoring the
War of 1812.  Nine of those proclamations were made
in states outside Texas, specifically Illinois, Kansas,
Missouri and Ohio.  The document pictured at the right
is from Tomball, TX.  Tom Houson, pictured below in
his SAR Color Guard uniform, with Janisue Rigel and
Lady Dalton, brought the proclamation to the Ring the
Bells for 1812 event in The Woodlands after it had
been read at the Tomball City Council meeting.

Lady Dalton received 2nd place in
the Texas DAR contest for 1812
proclamations, with one she wrote
honoring the 200th anniversary of the
beginning of the War of 1812.  Jean
Barnhill took State 3td place in the
same competition for her procla-
mation honoring the writing of the Star
Spangled Banner.

Thanks to all the chapter members
who helped in collecting this
outstanding number of proclamations.


